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  Discussion Director             Character Captain 

Literary Luminary    Word Detective 

Connection Conductor 

 

 

1. Read your job/role. 

2. Complete your assigned reading. 

3. Complete Role Assignment in your reading notebook. 

4. Journal the events in your notebook including a Super 

Summarizer and Artful Adventure. 

5. On your meeting date, be prepared to actively 

participate in the Literature Circle Meeting. 
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Your job is to choose three or four paragraph or sentences 

from the story to discuss with your group. The purpose it to 

help other students go back to a part of the story that was 

especially interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or 

important from the text.  You can read the parts aloud to 

your group ask them to read it silently, or read aloud as a 

group and then discuss.  You must explain to the group your 

reasoning or purpose for choosing the material for 

discussion.   

Page # and Paragraph Reason for Picking Plan for Discussion 
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Your job is to look for a 6-8 important words in  your reading that 

have special meaning to today’s selection.  

 As you are reading jot down the words in your notebook that 

are puzzling or unfamiliar. Later you can look up the definitions 

in either a dictionary or on dictionary.com. 

 You may also run across words that stand out somehow in the 

reading- they are repeated a lot, or used in unusual ways, or 

are critical to the meaning of the text. Mark these words, too, 

and be ready to share your ideas and their usages to the group. 

 Be on the look out for pieces of figurative language.  Write 

down the pieces and be ready to explain what type of 

figurative language you found in the story. 

Word Page # and 

Paragraph 
Definition Reason/ Plan 

for Discussion 
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Book __________________________________ 

Name Date Book 

Brought 

Prepared for 

Discussion 

Participated 

in Discussion 

Comments 

Positive 
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Name ______________________  Book _____________________ 

4- Always  3- Usually  2- Sometimes  1- Rarely 

 

I brought my book to circle each time.    4  3  2  1 

I read to where I was supposed to each time.    4  3  2  1 

I talked about the book in the discussion group.   4  3  2  1 

I listened to what other people had to say about the book.  4  3  2  1 

I did not full around in my group.  4  3  2  1 

I wrote in my reading log, completed my assignment on time, and wrote 

my summary on time.   4  3  2  1 

 

My overall rating of myself is as follows: 

 

 

I think the person who should get the best grade in my group 

is____________  because________________________________. 

4-Always  3-Usually  2-Sometimes  1-Rarely 
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Name  _____________________________________ 

Book ______________________________________ 

Preparation Student Teacher 

I am prepared for our circle by 

consistently doing my preparation work 

in my notebook. 

 

1   2  3  4 

 

1   2  3  4 

I am prepared for our circles by 

reliably bring my small group circle 

book to literature circle. 

1   2  3  4 1   2  3  4 

I am prepared for our meeting by 

completing my reading assignments on 

time. 

1   2  3  4 1   2  3  4 

Participation Student Teacher 

I participate well in discussion by 

asking questions of others. 
1   2  3  4 1   2  3  4 

I participate well in discussion by 

offering my own ideas. 
1   2  3  4 1   2  3  4 

I participate well in discussion by 

encouraging and respecting other’s 

opinions. 

1   2  3  4 1   2  3  4 

I participate well in discussions by 

keeping my voice cool and objective. 
1   2  3  4 1   2  3  4 

Comments   
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Looks at the speaker. 

Gives the speaker full attention. 

Only talks when holding the talking token. 

Doesn’t do anything distracting. 

 

Positive. 

Disagrees politely. 

 

Takes part in the discussion. 

Demonstrates “thinking” during discussion. 

 

Follows directions of Discussion Director. 

 

Work is done on time and complete. 

Brings book to Literature Circle. 

Work reflects best effort. 
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Characters (and real-life people) have unique attributes called traits. 

 Honest 

 Leader 

 Expert 

 Brave 

 Conceited  

 mischievous 

 Demanding 

 Thoughtful 

 Happy 

 Disagreeable 

 Simple 

 Fancy 

 Plain 

 Excited 

 Studious 

 Inventive 

 Creative 

 Thinking 

 Independent 

 Intelligent 

 Compassionate 

 

 Neat 

 Joyful 

 Strong 

 Bright 

 Courageous 

 Serious 

 Funny 

 Humorous 

 Sad 

 Poor 

 Rich 

 Tall 

 Handsome 

 Pretty 

 Ugly 

 Selfish 

 Unselfish 

 Self-Confident 

 Respectful 

 Considerate 

 Imaginative 

 

 

 Lazy 

 Dreamer 

 Helpful 

 Simple-minded 

 Humble 

 Friendly 

 Short 

 Adventurous 

 Hard-working 

 Timid 

 Shy 

 Bold 

 Daring 

 Pitiful 

 Cooperative 

 Loyal 

 Proper 

 Ambitious 

 Able 

 Quiet 

 Reserved 

 

 Fighter 

 Successful 

 Responsible 

 Tireless 

 Energetic 

 Cheerful 

 Smart 

 Impulsive 

 Pleasing 

 Bossy 

 Witty 

 Patriotic 

 Fun-loving 

 Popular 

 Proud 

 Wild 

 Messy 

 Reserved 

 Busy 

 Gentle 
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Remember- a thick question is a question in which the answer cannot be found 

in the story. 
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Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss 

about this part of the book.  Don’t worry about the small details; your task is 

to help people talk over the BIG ideas in the reading and share their 

reactions.  The questions can come from your own thoughts, feelings, and 

concerns as you read.  Your questions should be thick questions- these are 

questions in which the answer is not found directly in the text.   

Your job also requires you to direct the daily roles and keep the circle 

discussions moving. 

Possible discussion questions or topics for today:  

1. _________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________ 

4. _________________________________________ 

5. _________________________________________ 

Tips to consider 

 A discussion of work’s characters: are they realistic, symbolic, and historically based? 

 What motivates the characters or leads them to make the choices they do? 

 An in-depth discussion of the work’s events. 

 A discussion of any confusing events or passages. 

 The historical content and or events that occurred in a particular work. 

 Is there a certain event, phrase, or image that recurred throughout the reading? 
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Readers “connect” with what they’re reading in a variety ways.  Your role as 

the Connection Conductor is to identify some of these types of connections 

and help your group members “connect”, too.  Readers “connect” in three 

ways: 

 Text-to-Self:  You make personal connections between what you’re 

reading and your personal experiences and memories. 

Text-to-Text:  You make connections between what you’re reading and 

other things you’ve read. 

Text-to-World: You make connections between what you’re reading and 

what you know about the world.  (Your knowledge doesn’t have to be from 

first-hand experience.  For instance, you may know quite a bit about 

volcanoes although you’ve probably haven’t seen or experienced one first-

hand.) 

1. My personal connection__________________________________. 

2. My personal connection _________________________________. 

3. My connection to another text ___________________________. 

4. My connection to another text ___________________________. 

5. My connection to world knowledge ________________________. 

6. My connection to world knowledge ________________________. 
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Your role is to help your group better understand the characters in your book.  

It is your job to help your group recognize any changes in personal growth in 

the characters as well as how the characters view each other.  Characters 

reveal themselves by what they say and do and by what others say about 

them.  Using the guide below, list the character on the left, select adjectives 

that best describe the character, and find examples from the book to support 

these characters traits on the right.  Be sure to include page numbers so your 

group can refer to them during discussion.   

Follow the main character(s) through the entire reading passages.   

 Track a character’s emotions and list how they change throughout the 

passage.   

 Compare two characters, noting similarities and differences that they 

observe. 

 Use your imagination and find your own ways to deepen the understanding of 

certain characters. 

Character Trait Supporting details 

and page numbers 
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The purpose of the Author Authority role is to help literature circle group 

members become more familiar with the author of the book the group is reading.  

In interviews, authors often talk about their various books and discuss where they 

got their ideas, the research they had to do in order to write their books and if 

anything in any of their books is autobiographical. 

Numerous books, magazines and the jacket covers of books themselves will give 

information about authors.  After researching the author of your books, try to 

supply the following information as you are able to share it with your group 

members. 

1. Author’s full name and pen name___________________________. 

2. Author’s country of origin and where author is currently living____. 

3. Other books this author has written:_______________________. 

4. Comments this author has made about books/writing ___________. 

5. Two interesting facts about this author:  

a. ________________________________________________. 

b. ________________________________________________. 

6. Comments this author or others have made about the book you are 

reading. 

7. Sources where you got your information. 
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The Plot Person helps clarify the plot of the story so all the literature circle group 

members agree and understand the events that have taken place in the story.  In 

order to accomplish this, complete the plot chart below following this guideline.  

The character or characters represent Somebody.  The Somebody Wanted 

something in the story.  But there was a problem that got in the way or prevented 

the Somebody from getting what they wanted. So the character or characters had 

to solve the problem. 

    Plot Chart: 

    Somebody: 

    Wanted: 

    But: 

    So: 
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As the Sequel-Prequel Person you have to have a choice of roles. First, you may 

wish to create a story that contributes the story line after the ending of the 

original story.  A story that continues as existing narration is called a sequel.  On 

the other hand, you may wish to create a story that occurs before the opening of 

the original story.  This type of story is called the prequel. 

The questions below will help you organize the information you will need in order to 

write a sequel or prequel.  Once you’ve carefully reviewed the information, write 

your sequel or prequel in your journal and then read aloud to the members of your 

group.  During your literature circle discussion make sure to ask your group 

members to share their ideas for a sequel and or prequels. 

1. A suggested title for my sequel is __________________________________________. 

2. As the present story continues, the following character remains important 

____________________________________________________________________. 

3. As the present story continues, the events of the story take place in the following location(s) 

____________________________________________________________________. 

4. As the present story continues, four significant events occur:  ______________________. 

5. The purpose of the new continuing story is to ___________________________________. 

6. A suggested title for my prequel is___________________________________________. 

7. The following characters are important in the prequel _____________________________. 

8. In the story that occurs prior to the present story, the events of the story take place in the 

following locations________________________________________________________. 

9. In the prequel story, the following four significant events occur prior to the events in the present 

story. _________________________________________________________________. 

10. The purpose of the prequel story is ____________________________________________. 
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The literary element of conflict is the main struggle that takes that takes place in 

the story.  Most stories usually center around one of four basic types of conflict. 

The conflicts are: 

1. Character vs. Character 

2. Character vs. Nature 

3. Character vs. Himself or Herself 

4. Character vs. Laws or Customs of Society 

Your role as the Conflict Connector is to help your group members understand the 

type of conflict that exists in your book and to discuss the various ways the 

character(s) works through the conflict in an attempt to solve it. 

1. In this story, does the main character struggle with another character?  If so, give at three 

examples from the text and page numbers. 

2. In this story, does the main character struggle with storms, hurricanes, forest fires or any 

other acts of nature?  If so, give at three examples from the text and page numbers. 

3. In this story does the main character struggle with himself or herself by being afraid, lonely, 

unhappy, or angry?  If so, give at least three examples from the text and page numbers. 

4. In this story, does the main character struggle with laws, rules, or customs that he or she is 

expected to obey?  If so give at least three examples from the text and page numbers. 

5. Of the four different conflicts or struggles listed above, which conflict was the most 

dominant in the story?  Explain why in three or more sentences. 

6. Identify three different ways the main character tried to resolve the conflict. 

7. If you were the main character, would you have tried to resolve the conflict the same way or 

in a different way?  Explain. 
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Wrap up your literature circle experience.  Choose two wrap-up projects to be 

submitted with your literature circle books. 

1. Create a poster that identifies six significant decisions the main character(s) make during the book 

and the consequences of those decisions. 

2. Create a culture catalog complete with illustration and written descriptions of clothing and other 

items that are unique to the culture in which the story takes place. 

3. Create a newspaper “profile” of the main character of the book. (Often these profiles list the 

person’s name, age, occupation, hobbies, books they’ve read and other personal information). 

4. Summarize the story in 100 words. 

5. Use a Venn diagram, compare and contrast the book with another book you’ve read by the same author 

or another book in the same genre. 

6. Change one thing in the story and explain how this change would affect the book.  For example, change 

the setting of the story, add or delete a character or change an event in the story. 

7. Create a play or skit from an important scene from the book. (this may be done with more than one 

person from your group—but everyone MUST have an active participation. 

8. Write a list of the top 10 reasons why a classmate should read this book. 

9. Write and act out a TV commercial promoting the book to other readers. 

10.   Create a ten block comic strip illustrating the story elements from the story. (characters, setting, 

plot, conflict, resolution) 

11. Write a letter to the main character in the story asking questions, protesting a situation, making a 

complaint, giving suggestion about an event in the story.  Make sure your letter is written in correct 

letter format. 

12. Make a time line with illustrations sequencing 10 important events that happened in the book.  Make 

sure you create captions for each event. 
13. Create a test based on your novel with an answer key.  It must have a variety of questions (true/false, multiple 

choice, fill in the blank, short answer, open response).  You must have a minimum of 25 questions that cover the 

entire book. 

14. Why is the title of your book important and what is it?  Please be sure to explain fully both the literal 

(surface level) and figurative (deeper level) meanings.  Write a paragraph explaining the meaning and 

use 3 examples from the story to support your thoughts. 

15. Who is the main character?  Describe him/her physically, emotionally and intellectually.  How does 

he/she change throughout the novel?  What causes this change?  Make sure to use evidence from the 

novel. 
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Your job is to prepare a brief summary of your assigned reading in your journal.  

Your summary must include the key points, main highlights, and general idea of 

today’s reading assignment, but you must put them into your own words.  

Supporting details and or evidence from the reading selections along with your 

interpretations are important to include in your summary. 

 Use the sample questions to help you decide what to include.  In some cases, you 

might ask yourself what details, characters, or events are so important that they 

would be included on a comprehension test of the story.  If it helps you organize 

the information, consider making a numbered list or timeline of events. 

 What are the most important events in the section you are reading? 

 What makes them so important? 

 What effects to these events have on the plot or the other characters? 

 What changes- in plot, character, or tone—did you notice when you read? 

Summary: 

 

 

Key Points: 

1. _____________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________________ 
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Good readers make pictures in their minds as they read.  This is your chance to 

share some of your own images and visions.  Draw some kind of picture related 

to the reading you have just done.  It can be a sketch, cartoon, diagram, 

flowchart, or stick figure scene in your journal.  You can draw a picture of 

something that happened in your story, or something that the reading reminded 

you or, or a picture that conveys any idea of feeling you got from the reading.    

Any kind of drawing or graphic is okay—you can even label things with words if 

that helps. 
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You are going to create a journal of your literature circle chapter book. Your 

journal will look like a small chapter book that will be full of your reading 

assignments, roles, summaries and art.  (You will need to use both sides of your 

journal paper. 

The Cover of your Journal:  

 

 

 

 

 

Inside Journal: 

   

Title of chapter book 

Author 

Illustration 

Your name 

Today’s Date:     Role: 

 Reading Assignment    Literature Circle Date: 

 

 

 

 

 

Super Summarizer      Artful Adventure 

 

 

 

Role: 


